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PRESS RELEASE

15 Business innovations recognised for advancing sustainable plastic packaging solutions 
Leena Nandan felicitates businesses with the CII Sustainable Plastic Packaging Awards 2026 
[bookmark: _Hlk133920668]New Delhi, 22 October 2026
Smt. Leena Nandan, Former Secretary, Government of India, felicitated businesses for 15 winning innovations that advance sustainable plastic packaging solutions. The CII Sustainable Plastic Packaging Awards 2026 ceremony was part of the CII Circular Economy Conference, held in New Delhi on 22 October 2026.
Speaking at the session, Ms Nandan said, “plastic necessarily is not a pollutant; it leaks in the waste collection and management system leading it to become a pollutant. We have to change the dynamics of the discussion, we have to change the narrative, and most importantly, we have to follow that change in terms of our own implementation actions. Talking about various opportunities around waste management, she said,” when we focus on plastics in particular, then all the different uses that plastic can be put to, that has to be at the uppermost of our strategy.” 
Dr N C Saha, Jury Chair, CII Sustainable Plastic Packaging Awards and Former Director, Indian Institute of Packaging (IIP), addressed the gathering and congratulated all the winners of the 2026 cycle. He noted the steady progress made in adopting circular economy principles in plastic packaging decisions by the Indian FMCG sector. He also highlighted that the awarded products are sold in large quantities and therefore have significant potential for positive impact at the national level. This is a true win for everyone, not just brands, recyclers and convertors, but for the nation as a whole.” He further noted that the Awards reflect the impact of EPR, particularly on design aspects, which are a crucial lever for circularity. He congratulated the winners and expressed the hope that the industry would aim even higher in the third Award Cycle.
Highlighting the importance of recognising industry innovations that can support the transition towards more sustainable and circular plastic packaging solutions, Ms Seema Arora, Deputy Director General, CII, said “as the awards evolve, we will keep learning and strengthen the program and we hope that its contribution to India's circular economy keeps on deepening.” Sharing the future plans based on the learnings of the last two years, she said, “first, CII will widen the participation to sectors and value chain players who are yet to come forward; Second, we will continue to encourage and enable joint applications, so that collaboration remains at the heart of these awards.” “Lastly, she added, “we will share the winning practices and learnings from each edition widely, so that these innovations move from a few leaders to a wider mainstreaming within the industry.”
The CII Sustainable Plastic Packaging Awards were instituted in 2025 to recognise upstream innovations and design changes in plastic packaging by businesses driving the transition towards a circular plastic economy in India. The Awards showcases industry action in advancing EPR targets, thereby encouraging wider adoption of such solutions.
By recognising solutions across design, recycled content and other areas of innovation, the Awards aim to encourage wider adoption of sustainable packaging solutions across the value chain. The Awards recognised innovations across three categories (under and at three levels (Excellence, Recognition and Jury Mention).
Over the past two years, the CII Sustainable Plastic Packaging Awards have received more than 120 applications, reflecting growing industry interest in developing and scaling sustainable packaging solutions. For the 2026 edition of the Awards, 63 Expressions of Interest were received, and 15 innovations were recognised following a thorough and independent jury assessment. The jury was chaired by Dr N C Saha, Former Director, Indian Institute of Packaging (IIP), along with experts from industry and academia.
For more information, please visit the awards page: https://sustainabledevelopment.in/cii-sustainable-plastic-packaging-awards/  
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